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Relative Merits of City compost - Vermi Compost:

The relative merits of City compost and vermi compost are given below 

Particulars

City compost*

Vermi compost*

Nitrogen

1.60%

                        
1.00%

Phosphorus

1.10%



0.78%

Potassium                 
0.50%



0.21%

Calcium                       
1.00%                                      
0.1%

Micro nutrients(PPM) 

                       
Iron                              
 2710                                       
2.70

Copper


     80    
                         
 
5.2 




Zinc


   370                                        
270



Manganese

   450



22.0






 * The composition may vary
The nutrient composition of City compost and Vermi compost varies with reference to nutrient composition of the raw material used for composting 



In City compost nitrogen, phosphorus and potash contents are higher than in vermi compost. Similar in the case in respect of zinc, iron, copper and manganese. So addition of City compost to soil is essential to keep up the level of nitrogen phosphorus and potassium  and other micro nutrients and biotic  activity .

The composition of the City compost can be altered by adding appropriate biofertilizers to suit the nutrient requirements of different crops.

In this connection it maybe mentioned that professor J.E.Satchell of United Kingdom known as the father of earthworms ecology at the international level has warned to  the effect that “unscrupulous operators advertise worm culture as an easy way to richness” (B.K. Senapathin 1996 Earthworms in Agriculture: prospects and problems PP 187-188; National workshop on organic farming  for sustainable Agriculture, Proceedings and recommendations organized by Apcost).

Today vermi technology in Indian context is much emphasized for vermi composting whereas at  the international level it is being considered as an environmental tool to cope with soil conservation, restoration of degraded ecosystems, pollution abatement, protein production, land reclamation etc.(B.K.Senapathi 1996 : earthworm in agriculture prospects and problems.). Out of 400 varieties of earthworms reported from India by now, only about 3% belong to vermi composting  categories indicating the possibility of  cheating the illiterate farmers while offering the worms. More over the negative impact of exotic species on the endemic forms should also be considered seriously. Making vermi compost utilizing huge quantities of waste does not appear to be feasible proposition.

As mentioned above Out of 400 varieties of earthworms reported from India by now, made only about 3% belong to the vermi composting categories. Other worms are contributing in the conservation of bio-diversity and sustainability instead of monoculture. The negative impact of exotic species in the endemic forms should also be considered seriously. 

As already indicated Professor J.E. Satchell of United Kingdom well known as the father of earthworm ecology at international level has warned to the effect that unscrupulous operators advertise worm culture as an easy way to richness. 

In the light of facts referred to above City compost is preferable over Vermi compost.

